
The Glaucoma Awareness Walk, led by Prof. Mahmood Ayaz, Vice Chancellor of King
Edward Medical University, Dean of Allied Health Sciences, KEMU, experienced
ophthalmologists, and students, along with the supportive community, the event aimed to
raise awareness and promote early detection and management of glaucoma (March 16,
2024).

COLLEGE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY & ALLIED VISION SCIENCES
NEWSLETTER

Prof. Muhammad Moin's
Prestigious Accolade from APAO
Professor Dr. Muhammad Moin, esteemed Principal of
the College of Ophthalmology and Allied Vision
Sciences, as well as the distinguished Chairman of the
Eye Department at KEMU/MHL, has been bestowed with
the esteemed International Senior Achievement Award
by the revered Asia Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology
(APAO). The award presentation took place at the 39th
APAO Congress in Bali, Indonesia (February 26, 2024). 
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Good news! Provision of 5% Quota in BS Program Admissions at UHS for
Ophthalmic Technician Diploma Holders Approved!

In order to encourage the Allied Health Professionals Community and strengthen their career
pathways, the University of Health Sciences, Lahore, has approved a 5% Quota on February 23,
2024, for Ophthalmic Technician Diploma holders in its annual admissions for Allied Health
Sciences BS Degree Programs in all institutes across Punjab.



COAVS, in partnership with Sightsavers, has initiated Opticianry Training for its
faculty this quarter. The goal is to certify faculty members within a year through the
Academy of Ophthalmic Education (AOE), Canada. This is in connection with
initiative of first accredited  opticianry course introduced for the first time in Pakistan.
This move aims to enhance the availability of high-quality glasses in the country. 
Prof. Muhhamad Moin, COAVS Principal’s commitment and interest to course
accreditation and faculty training will add excellence to this new field in the country. 

The CEC project team, in
collaboration with the Fred
Hollows Foundation,
celebrated International
Women’s Day in the
districts of Bahawalpur,
Lodhran, and Vehari. The
focus was on recognizing
and empowering female
agricultural workers.

The Inter Board Committee of Chairmen (IBCC), in
its 174th meeting, approved the two-years
Ophthalmic Technician Diploma offered by the
College of Ophthalmology & Allied Vision Sciences
as equivalent to HSSC (Medical Technology).

Recognizing Equivalence and Achievements for
Ophthalmic Technician Education!

The Punjab Medical Faculty announced the results
for the Annual Examination 2023 of the two-year
technical diploma programs on February 28, 2024.
As per the notification, the passing ratio for
students enrolled in the Ophthalmic Technician
Diploma program at COAVS was 94%. Musaddaq
Ali, college student secured the first position..
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Opticianry Training at COAVS



A seminar at the College showcased the application of
artificial intelligence (AI) in preventing blindness,
featuring innovative AI-driven eye care devices by
Ophthalytics and OptoMed. Representatives Vaino,
Awais Bajwa, and Neelam Nausheen highlighted the
devices' capabilities in early detection of diabetic
retinopathy and personalized treatment plans.  (January
11, 2024).

AI To Combat Blindness Linked to Diabetes

The Ethical Review Board recently convened a panel discussion to evaluate and approve the research
proposals submitted by final year B.Sc. Vision Sciences students, ensuring the adherence to the highest
ethical standards in their upcoming studies (February 28-March 4, 2024).
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Under the rotation of  FCPS trainees in
Community Ophthalmology 2-week module,
the trainees ophthalmologists visited the
project areas of Vision Screening Project
(INSPIRE) Sheikhupura. The team visited RHC
Farooqabad, RHC Kharianwala and BHU Bhikhi
and was briefed on integration of Primary eye
care into Primary health care (March 12,
2024). 

Farewell to outgoing Mr. Numan Azhar, Account
Officer, to recognize his 17 years of services to
COAVS. A shield of honor, along with flowers,
was presented to him by Principal Prof.
Muhammad Moin, Founder Principal Prof.
Emeritus Asad Aslam Khan, and faculty members
(March 8, 2024). 
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Under the INPSIRE project, an initiative has been launched, Green Optical
Shops within the premises of three Health Facilities—RHC Farooqabad-Skp,
RHC Sher Shah-Mtn, and RHC Qadirpur Rawan-Mtn.  These shops are
intended to provide glasses at subsidized rates at the PEC level.

The visit highlighted COAVS's role in
public health, including disease control
projects and awareness campaigns. The
college's leadership discussed ongoing
projects and potential collaborations
with CBM to further improve eye health
in Punjab (January 22, 2024).

Sussan Wolfmaire, Programme
Coordinator & Project Monitoring
and Delivery Manager at Christoffel-
Blindenmission (CBM), visited the
College of Ophthalmology and Allied
Vision Sciences (COAVS) in Lahore.

Innovative spectacle dispensing shops  established
in underserved areas of Multan and Sheikhupura in
collaboration with Sightsavers
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